
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “Fighting the Good Fight: 1 Peter.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Practicing Faith in a Hostile Culture.”  1 Peter 2.13-25. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Subversive Spirituality (A commitment to living the alternative vision of the 

Kingdom of God)   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, July 3rd.  Read: 1 Peter 2.12.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What 

do you Hear and/or See? 
 

In our text from 1 Peter this week, Peter addresses the reality that people will watch us when they know that we 

are followers of Jesus Christ!  We heard last week, in 1 Peter 2:12, Peter’s exhortation to  "…Live such good 

lives that they will see the good things you do and will give glory to God."   The words, “will see,” in Greek, 

literally means "to observe;" not a passing glance but a concentrated effort.  People are making mental notes on 

you and me.  People are watching us whether we like it or not, particularly if we claim to be believers in Christ.   

 

What do they watch?  They watch to see if our walk matches our talk.  They watch to see if what we say we 

believe matches what we do.  In other words, they watch to see if we have integrity.  Among the many 

principles that Peter gives us in this text is that the hallmark of the Christian life is integrity.  In fact, he says that 

there are three things that test our integrity, and that likely people are going to watch how we respond to these 

things.  What are they?  Temptation, authority, suffering.  How we respond to these three things will determine 

if we're a witness or not, whether we have influence or not, and whether we have integrity or not. 

 
One of the ways we live with integrity is to be clear on what is most valuable to us and to make decisions based 

on that value(s).  As we studied last week, for the Christian, Jesus is our “cornerstone;” He is what we are to 

have our lives built upon.  What does this have to do with integrity?  If we’re watching something on TV or a 

movie and we know this isn't what a Christian should be watching, we don't say, "Nobody knows I'm watching 

this."  A person of integrity will change the channel.  A person of integrity will leave the theater.  As the old 

saying goes, “If you don't want to get stung, stay away from the bees.  If you don't want to get burned, stay away 

from the fire.”   

 

Consider/Reflect: One definition of integrity is, “Who you are when no one is looking.”  Where do you struggle 

with your integrity?  Pray about this through the week.  

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, July 4th.   Read: 1 Peter 2.13-14.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to 

Other Passages. 

Peter continues to describe the integrity of believers.  In this text, the first issue Peter describes is the believer’s 

relationship to human institutions and government, a similar point that Paul makes in Romans 13.  Peter tells the 

church that we must be “subject for the Lord’s sake.”  As P.H. Davids notes: 

 

Submission to God, of course, would be an assumption of Christianity… This submission is described two 

ways:  “To every created human being” and “on account of the Lord.”  Both terms are important.  The first 

is a difficult phrase that has also been translated “to every human institution” and “to every institution 



 
 

created for people.”  However, the word translated “created … being,” while used in classical Greek for the 

founding of a city, is not used for abstract concepts such as institutions.  In biblical Greek God creates the 

world and all creatures, and it is in these senses that the word is used 17 other times in the NT (cf. Rom. 

1:25; Col. 1:23…Christians might feel that this submission did not include submitting to non-Christians, but 

Peter argues that it does include them and names the significant ones in many of their lives:  Caesar and his 

governors, their masters, and their husbands.1  

 

Interestingly, Paul put family relationships first in his list, yet Peter puts government authorities first.  “This 

shows his context of persecution; he will always assume that the person in question is non-Christian and very 

likely oppressive.”2  The nature of the submission called for will be described in vs. 15–17.  This naturally leads 

to v.14 and Peter’s focus on “governors.”   

…“governors,” that is, the legates or procurators (of imperial provinces) and proconsuls (of senatorial 

provinces)…were the highest authority with which people normally had to deal in their lives.  Since 

they at times had a direct effect on daily life and since their various evils were often well known, they 

would be much harder to submit to than the distant unknown Emperor.  But one should submit because 

(1) they represented the Emperor (i.e., were “sent by him”) and (2) their purpose was “to punish those 

doing evil and to commend those doing good” (i.e., to keep the public order…Peter does not go as far as 

Paul does, for the latter argues in Rom. 13:3–4 that public order is God’s will and therefore the ruler is 

in that respect God’s “servant.”  In this area our author is far more schematized, simply citing the basics 

of the tradition.  Neither of them, of course, necessarily approves of the methods of the rulers, nor 

argues that Christians should participate in their activities.3 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Submission is subjecting or subordinating oneself to someone or something else.  

Christians are called on to submit voluntarily to every authority instituted among men (Rom. 13:1).  This 

includes accepting one’s role in society…That is, believers commit themselves to doing what is deemed right 

according to the norms of one’s own culture, assuming of course that what society calls “right” does not require 

a direct violation of God’s commands.4 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, July 5th.  Read: 1 Peter 2.15.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 
 

Why do we submit to governing authorities?  Because that is what God asks of us!   It is God’s will!   

 

Literally the Greek reads, “Thus is the will of God.”…with the result that you will silence the ignorance 

of foolish people by doing good…By submitting to government, Christians demonstrate that they are 

good citizens, not anarchists.  Hence, they extinguish the criticisms of those who are ignorant and revile 

them.5 

 

As was mentioned yesterday, it is critical to understand that this command to submit to authorities, in no way is 

a command to condone ungodly behavior and to violate God’s Word.  In fact, it is often the case that Christians 

will be condemned and persecuted for not obeying the governing authorities.  According to Shriner, Peter’s 

point “was that the good behavior of Christians will minimize slanderous attacks on believers, revealing that 

charges of moral debilitation have no basis.”6   

It is striking that Peter, probably writing in the age of Nero, still sees the state as appointed by God for 

the maintenance of moral values (see Rom. 13:1–7; 1 Tim. 2:1–2).  The Christian’s upright behavior 

should raise him or her above the slanders or suspicions of the ignorant…Peter does not hint at any 

                                                 
1 P.H. Davids. The First Epistle of Peter (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1990). 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 L.O. Richards. The Bible Reader’s Companion (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1991). 
5 T.R. Schreiner. 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003). 
6 Ibid.   

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt81pe1?ref=Bible.1Pe2.13&off=0&ctx=od%3b+honor+the+king.%0a~13++The+first+item+o
https://ref.ly/logosres/brc?ref=Bible.1Pe2.13&off=23&ctx=mission+(2:13%2c+18).+~Submission+is+subjec
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac37?ref=Bible.1Pe2.15&off=5&ctx=d+citizens.%EF%BB%BF55%0a2:15+~Peter+now+explains+w


 
 

exceptions here, even though he knew how to refuse the authorities when they claimed for themselves 

what was God’s (Acts 4:19–20; 5:29).7 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Unbelievers pay attention to the actions of Christians…Good works, especially unexpected 

things, often make a strong impact on unbelievers (Mt 5:16).  Deeds that demonstrate belief are a powerful 

witness…Previous good experiences with Christians may make unbelievers more likely to consider what 

Christians teach.”8 

 

  Day #4--Thursday, July 6th.  Read: 1 Peter 2.16-17.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

I will never forget one of my college professors telling me that his definition of freedom was, “Doing what you 

have to do because you want to.”  I believe that this is the point that Peter makes in v.16.  As Christians, we are 

free to be servants (see the paradox?); we are free because what is asked of us is what we want to do in 

obedience to our Heavenly Father!  Peter continues to exhort and warn the believer that:      

Not only is the “ignorance of the foolish” still a factor with which to be reckoned, but the danger exists 

that Christians themselves may use the freedom they claim in Christ as an excuse for malice or 

misconduct.  Peter therefore takes the opportunity to establish some priorities for his readers. Their 

responsibilities to others, to each other, to God, and to the state are simultaneously affirmed, but with 

the tacit understanding that the religious commitment to God and the brotherhood inevitably limits and 

qualifies the civic commitment to the empire and its citizens…9 

 

The freedom of a Christian is the freedom to serve—to give of ourselves to others, to submit to the secular, 

governing authorities, and to respect the humanity of all people—all out of reverent respect for God and in 

response to His love for us.  D.A. Carson sums up the issues clearly: 

 

…Christian freedom is the liberty to live as the servants of God, fulfilling his will…It is not, therefore, 

the license to please oneself, under the pretext of “permissiveness.”  Four brief commands sum up these 

practical requirements: everyone is to be shown respect, as those for whom Christ died and in whom the 

divine likeness can be restored; the brotherhood of believers is to be loved; God is to be approached 

with worship (i.e. reverent fear; see Heb. 12:28–29); and the king is to be treated with respect… 

 
The Lutheran Study Bible adds: 

Christians are free from forced obedience to the Law; nonetheless, they voluntarily use their freedom in 

service to others…Freedom from the Law’s demands does not excuse sinful behavior.  We strive to 

follow God’s will but never rely on our efforts for salvation…[To] Fear God [means] God must be 

honored and obeyed above all…Even corrupt human authorities should be honored and obeyed as long 

as they do not command that Christians violate God’s will.10 

 

Consider/Reflect:  What does it mean for you to be free?  Do you feel free in your Christian life?   

 

  Day #5-Friday, July 7th.   Read: 1 Peter 2.18-20. Embrace:  God and His guiding you through 

His Word. 

 
Peter now shifts from the political sphere to the household.  In these verses, Peter is describing the many 

subservient relationships in the first-century world, not just the master-slave relationships we normally assume.  

In fact, in this text, Peter is addressing common household servants who are believers (For us today that would 

be housekeepers, gardeners, service technicians, etc).   

                                                 
7D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.).  New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994). 
8 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
9 Word Biblical Commentary: 1 Peter (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998). 
10Lutheran Study Bible.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc49?ref=Bible.1Pe2.13-17&off=38991&ctx=Explanation%0a~The+most+conspicuous+feature


 
 

 

The Greek word for slaves here is not douloi, the common term for slaves (cf. v. 16), but oiketai, which 

refers to household or domestic servants (cf. Luke 16:13; Rom. 14:4)…This word of exhortation was 

relevant to a large number of Peter’s first readers.  Servants and slaves made up a high percentage of the 

early church, and undeserved punishment and suffering was common for the underlings. To be sure, 

there were some good and considerate masters.  Certainly Christian masters were to be numbered in that 

category.  However, Peter challenged Christian slaves to a new behavior which required them to submit 

to and respect even those who are harsh. “Harsh” is from the Greek skolios (lit., “curved,” “bent” or 

“not straight”). The medical term “scoliosis,” referring to curvature of the spine, comes from this 

word.11  

 

As Christians, we are to serve and work hard for those we work for.  And, when one of those is “harsh” to us, 

we do not attack and/or lower our standards, we continue to be honorable because that is what our Lord has 

commanded, and this is what Jesus did for us!  Is it easy?  No!  But this is Peter’s point—the life of faith in 

difficult times is not easy, but it is possible!  It is possible because of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. 

 

To submit to employers who are good and gentle is not difficult, but verse 18 also instructs us to submit 

to masters who are harsh.  To be whipped or beaten into submission is one thing, but to submit by one’s 

own free will to a harsh master is quite improbable or even impossible without the Lord’s help.  

However, Peter is not talking about the natural; he is counseling us to enjoy and to practice the life of 

the Spirit—the supernatural…We endure grief and suffer because our deepest commitment is to Jesus 

Christ, and the ultimate purpose of our work is to please Him—to do all to His glory (1 Cor. 10:31).12 

 

This same principle applies to workers today.  Unsaved supervisors often try to “lord it over” Christian 

employees or persecute them in different ways.  The easiest thing to do is to fight back, but this is the 

wrong approach.  Peter explains that anybody, saved or lost, can and should bear it if he is being 

punished for his faults.  Only a Christian can do good and “take it” if he suffers wrongfully…Peter is 

not telling us to look for excuses to suffer.  He is talking about suffering for the name of Christ….It 

takes real grace to endure when you do good but are treated badly anyway.13 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Righteous living in the face of injustice demonstrates reliance on God’s grace.  Christians 

who suffer for the sake of the Gospel find favor with God, and they witness to His power.”14 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, July 8th.   Read: 1 Peter 2.21-25.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you 

through His Word. 

As in all of our attitudes and actions as Christians, our ultimate motivation is to live as Jesus lived.  While we 

can’t duplicate historical circumstances and we are not Jesus, we can, and should, reflect Jesus’ attitudes and 

actions as we encounter similar circumstances in our world today.   

 

…Peter attaches to this straightforward teaching a marvelous passage about the Servant Jesus (vv. 21–25).  

In fact, it is likely that this is an adaptation of an early Christian hymn about Christ.  It suits Peter’s theme 

beautifully as, in close dependence on Isaiah 53, it describes how Jesus, the Suffering Servant of the Lord, 

submitted to suffering in this world because of his obedience to his heavenly Master.  Belonging to his Lord 

did not deliver him from suffering, but led him straight to it!  And through his suffering we have found 

forgiveness (v. 24).   To suffer, therefore, is simply to walk in his footsteps (v. 21), and we can be sure that, 

                                                 
11 J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985). 
12 P.A. Cedar and L.J. Ogilvie. James / 1 & 2 Peter / Jude (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1984). 
13 W.W. Wiersbe. Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1992). 
14 Lutheran Study Bible. 
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whatever happens, he is a caring Shepherd (v. 25)…Jesus is our example, not just in the way he suffered, 

but in his obedient submission to the powers of this world.15 

 

Chapter 2 closes with this emphasis on Jesus as our Shepherd and overseer of our souls.  Weirsby reminds us 

that “the picture of the shepherd and sheep (v. 25) would mean much to Peter, since he had heard Jesus teach 

about the Good Shepherd (John 10) and since Christ had commanded him to tend His sheep (John 21).”16  

Finally, the word for “overseer” is the same Greek word that we use for  a “Bishop.”  In other words, Jesus finds 

and saves us as a shepherd would do for his sheep, and then Jesus continues watch over us and guard us as a 

Bishop would his congregation.   

 

Peter has filled this chapter with striking images of the believer.  We are babes feeding on His Word; 

stones in the temple; priests at the altar; a chosen generation; a purchased people; a holy nation; the 

people of God; strangers and pilgrims; disciples following the example of the Lord; and sheep cared for 

by the shepherd.  The Christian life is so rich and full that it takes these comparisons and many more to 

show how wonderful it is.17 

Consider/Reflect:  “Scripture never teaches that those who follow Jesus will be immune to suffering.  Just as 

Jesus, our sinless Savior, faced unjust suffering and death, so we may be called to take up our own cross to 

follow Him.  But if God gives us a cross to carry, He also promises to give us the strength to bear it by faith.  

Christ our Shepherd calls us by name, brings us into His fold through the Gospel, and cares for us in the midst of 

suffering.  We are honored to follow Him. [Pray]: Gracious God, we praise You for Your mercy through Your 

Son, who bore our sins in His body on the tree.  Give us grace to reach out to our enemies with the power of 

Your Gospel, which works faith and saves eternally.  Amen.”18 

 

                                                 
15Evangelical Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1995). 
16 Wiersbe, Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Lutheran Study Bible.  
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